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Risk-First Decision Guide

1. CRITICAL WARNING: This strategy has a high failure rate. Account closures, penalty APRs, and
credit damage are common outcomes. Only proceed if you can afford complete financial loss.

STOP - Complete Risk Assessment First

Are You Qualified? (All Must Be TRUE)

o FICO Score 740+ (verified, not free score)

o Perfect payment history 24+ months

o Income $75,000+ with stable employment 2+ years
o 0 credit applications in past 6 months

o Under 10% utilization on all existing cards

o 6+ months emergency fund available

o No churning history or account closures

o Single issuer approach planned (safest)

If ANY box is unchecked: STOP. Strategy not recommended.
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The 5-Phase Conservative Approach

Phase 1: Preparation (60-920 Days)
Clean credit reports - dispute any errors
Lower utilization to under 5% all cards
Build banking relationship with target issuer
Document legitimate need (debt consolidation/business)
Set up monitoring (Credit Karma, Experian, etc.)

Phase 2: Application (Single Issuer Only)
Research current offers and anti-churning rules
Apply during optimal time (Tuesday-Thursday, 9-11 AM)
Complete accurate information - no exaggerations
Follow up immediately on any requests
Document approval terms exactly as stated

Phase 3: Activation & Setup (First 30 Days)

Set up autopay with backup payment method
Activate card and make small purchases
Verify promotional terms on first statement
Configure Excel tracking with all deadlines
Maintain low utilization on other cards

Phase 4: Execution (Promotional Period)
Use funds only for documented legitimate purposes
Monitor balances daily using toolkit
Never exceed 80% of promotional limit
Make payments 2-3 days early consistently
Track remaining time with 60-day safety margin

Phase 5: Exit Strategy (Final 60 Days)
Begin payoff/transfer 60 days before expiration
Confirm new rates before promotional ends
Complete final transfers 30 days early minimum
Verify zero balances at promotional rates
Maintain account with small ongoing usage
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Immediate STOP Triggers

1. ABORT STRATEGY IF:
e Application denied - Do not reapply or reconsider for 6+ months
e Approved with low limit - Under $10,000 indicates high risk profile
o Penalty APR triggered - Any missed payment or over-limit
e Account under review - Issuer scrutiny or fraud alerts
e (Credit score drops - More than 20 points from applications/utilization
e Employment changes - Job loss or income reduction
e Emergency fund needed - Any disruption to emergency savings

If any trigger occurs: Pay off balances immediately and exit strategy

Conservative Limits by Risk Level

LOW RISK (FICO 780+, $150K+ income, perfect history)
e Maximum Amount: $25,000 single issuer
e Maximum Utilization: 60% of approved limit
o Safety Margin: 90 days hefore expiration
* Professional Support: CPA consultation recommended

MODERATE RISK (FICO 740-779, $100K+ income, good history)
e Maximum Amount: $15,000 single issuer
e Maximum Utilization: 50% of approved limit
o Safety Margin: 120 days before expiration
* Professional Support: CPA + Financial advisor required

HIGH RISK (Any qualification concerns)
e Recommended Action: DO NOT PROCEED

¢ Alternative: Traditional debt consolidation or business loan
* Professional Support: Comprehensive financial planning needed
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Critical "Never Do" List

> Multiple applications in short timeframes

> Cash advances or cash-equivalent purchases

¢ Money orders, gift cards, cryptocurrency purchases
> Manufactured spending activities

> Late payments even by one day

> Over-limit situations on any card

> Churning language in issuer communications

X lying or exaggerating on applications

> Ignoring issuer communications or requests

> Proceeding without emergency fund backup

Emergency Contact Protocol
If Things Go Wrong:

Account Closure:
1. Call immediately - Ask for retention specialist
2. Request specific reasons - Document everything
3. Pay off balance within 30 days if possible
4. Consult attorney if large amounts involved

Penalty APR Applied:
1. Call same day - Challenge if payments current
2. Transfer balance immediately if possible
3. Pay minimum required to prevent further damage
4. Gonsider consumer credit counseling for guidance

Credit Score Drop:
1. Pull credit reports from all three bureaus
2. ldentify specific causes - utilization, inquiries, closures
3. Dispute any errors immediately
4. Lower utilization across all remaining cards
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Decision Flowchart

START — Complete Risk Assessment
I

Qualified? — NO — STOP (Consider alternatives)
L YES

Emergency fund secure? — NO — STOP (Build fund first)
L YES

Conservative limits acceptable? — NO — STOP (Limits too low)
L YES

Professional consultation complete? — NO — Get help first
1 YES

PROCEED with Phase 1 (Preparation)

Success Probability by Profile

CONSERVATIVE PROFILE (Low Risk)
o Success Rate: 60-70%

e Account Closure Risk: 10-15%
e (redit Score Impact: Minimal with proper management
o Recommended Amount: $15,000-25,000 maximum

MODERATE PROFILE (Medium Risk)
e Success Rate: 40-50%

e Account Closure Risk: 25-35%
e (Credit Score Impact: Moderate (20-40 point temporary drop)
e Recommended Amount: $10,000-15,000 maximum

AGGRESSIVE PROFILE (High Risk)
e Success Rate: 10-20%

e Account Closure Risk: 60-80%

e (Credit Score Impact: Severe (50+ point drop, long-term damage)
e Recommendation: DO NOT PROCEED
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Professional Support Requirements

MANDATORY Consultation:
oy CPA/Tax Professional - For amounts over $20,000

o Financial Advisor - For comprehensive financial planning
o Attorney - If any previous issuer disputes

RECOMMENDED Resources:
o Credit counseling - Non-profit debt management advice

o Banking relationship manager - For business applications
o Insurance review - Disability/income protection coverage

Alternative Strategies to Consider

Instead of 0% Strategy:
e Personal loan - Fixed terms, predictable payments

HELOG - Lower rates if you own home

Business line of credit - For legitimate business needs
Debt consolidation loan - Single payment, fixed term
Balance transfer - Single card, conservative approach

Professional Options:
o Business loan - SBA or bank financing

* Equipment financing - For specific business purchases
¢ |nvoice factoring - For established businesses
¢ |nvestor funding - For high-growth opportunities
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Final Reality Check

Before You Begin, Ask Yourself:
Can | afford to lose everything?

¢ Penalty APRs can exceed 29%

e Account closures affect credit for years

e Emergency fund may be needed for payoff

Am | doing this for the right reasons?
Debt consolidation: Moderate risk
Emergency fund: High risk

Investment speculation: Extremely high risk
Business with solid plan: Moderate risk

Do | have professional support?
e Complex strategy requiring expert guidance
e Tax implications for large amounts
e [egal risks for terms violations

The Bottom Line:

This strategy works for fewer than 50% of attempts. Most users experience account closures, penalty rates,
or credit damage. Only proceed if you meet ALL qualification criteria and can afford complete financial loss of
any amounts involved.

For Emergency Support: Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (consumerfinance.gov)
Legal Disclaimer: Fducational purposes only. User assumes all risks.
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